
PAPER TOWNS

QUENTIN JACOBSEN HAS SPENT A LIFETIME     
loving the magnificent Margo Roth Spiegelman from 
afar. So when she cracks open a window and climbs 
back into his life—summoning him for an ingenious 
campaign of revenge—he follows. When their all-nighter 
ends and a new day breaks, Margo has disappeared. But 
Q soon learns that there are clues—and they’re for him. 
Embarking on an exhilarating adventure to find her, the 
closer Q gets, the less he sees the girl he thought he knew.

#1 bestselling author of The Fault in Our Stars, John Green 
crafts a brilliantly funny and moving coming-of-age 
journey about true friendship and true love.
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ABOUT THE BOOK

#1 New York Times Bestseller
Winner of the Edgar Award

USA Today Bestseller
Publishers Weekly Bestseller



1. When Margo and Quentin are nine they make a 
horrible discovery, and respond in very different 
ways. Quentin says, “As I took those two steps 
back, Margo took two equally small and quiet steps 
forward.” Do these descriptions still apply to the 
characters when they reach high school? When the 
story ends? What changes?

2. Describe Q’s best friends. Where do they fit into 
the caste system of Winter Park High? If you had to 
choose one of these characters as your best friend, 
who would you pick and why?

3. When Margo disappears, she’s always been known to 
leave “a bit of a bread-crumb trail.” What clues does 
Margo leave for Quentin? How are these different 
from clues left previously?

4. Discuss what Q finds in the abandoned mini-mall and 
how the book contributes to both the plot of the story  
and to what he ultimately learns about Margo and 
himself. 

5. The definition of a “paper town” changes many times 
in the book. Describe the evolution of its meaning. 
How does it relate to the mystery? To the themes of 
the book?

6. With which character’s version of the “real” Margo do 
you most agree?

7. Q’s parents describe people as “mirrors” and 
“windows.” What does this mean? Do you agree with 
this metaphor?

8. Q comes to this conclusion: “Margo was not a miracle. 
She was not an adventure. She was not a fine and 
precious thing. She was a girl.” Discuss.

9. Discuss the last line of the book, how it relates to the 
rest of the story, and what it ultimately says about 
Margo and Q’s relationship.

10. Do you think the characters Margo targets for 
revenge get what they deserve? Does Lacey deserve to 
be included?

11. When Margo disappears after her outing with Q, it’s 
not the first time she’s seemingly vanished for a long 
period. Describe Margo’s other adventures and note 
any common threads between the trips. What makes 
her disappearance after her night with Q different 
from the others?

12. Which philosophy of life do you most agree with: 
Margo’s Strings? Whitman’s Grass? Or Q’s Cracked 
Vessel? Why?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS


